
Guide for Using Census Bureau Resources 
 
The Census Bureau provides a number of data products.  Two of the most commonly used are the 
Decennial Census and the American Community Survey.   
 
The Decennial Census is useful because it presents detailed information about the District of Columbia 
(using census tracts, block groups and blocks and more).  Topics covered include demographic, 
economic, social, and housing data.  It covers ten year intervals with the most recent conducted in 2000, 
1990 and 1980.   
 
The American Community Survey (ACS) is useful because it provides more current information.  The 
ACS has data as recent as 2004 covering a range of social, economic, housing and demographic issues.  
The limitation of the ACS is that it currently only presents data for the entire City. 
 
 
Guide for Using the Decennial Census 
 

• Get on the internet and go to www.census.gov. 
 

• In the left column of your screen, click on American FactFinder: . 
 
 

• To learn more about the Decennial Census such as its purpose and coverage, click the “learn 
more” link under Decennial Census in the “Getting Detailed Data” box.   

 

 
 

• Click on the “get data” link to reach the screen below.  You will see the option to select from 
several files from either 2000 or 1990.  Each file is described and contains specific information 
and data types.  The file you should choose depends on your particular needs.  For this guide, 
choose the 2000 Summary File 3 (SF-3) and click the “Quick Tables” link on the right side of the 
screen. 
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• After selecting “Quick Tables”, on the screen that appears next click on the drop-down arrow 
under “Select a geographic type” and choose the state level.  (The District of Columbia is 
included as a state.) 

 

 
 
 

• The 50 states and DC will appear as options in the box below.  Scroll down and select District of 
Columbia, then click the box labeled “Add.” 
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• “District of Columbia” will appear in the box labeled “current geography selections.  Click on the 
button labeled “Next.” 

 
• This will give you a list of all of the tables available in the SF-3 file for the District of Columbia.  

Choose a table and click the “Add” button.  Once the table name appears in the box labeled 
“Current table selections” click the “Show result” button. 
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• The next page will include the table you have selected, in this example Language Spoken at 
Home in the District of Columbia. 

 

 
 
 

• This is one of the many tables available from the Decennial Census.  Tables are available for 
other geographies including county, census tract, and census block groups.   
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• You can produce a table of census tracts in the District of Columbia by returning to the geography 
page and adding all of the census tracts in DC and clicking “Show Result.”  From here, you will 
once again choose a table. 
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• You have the option of selecting multiple tables at once.  You can also search for a table by 
subject or a keyword by clicking the tabs to the left of the “show all tables” tab. 

 

 
 
 
 

• The “Quick Tables” option used here is the fastest and easiest way of getting data from the 2000 
census.  However, it is helpful to explore throughout the Decennial Census page.  Many options 
exist through different files, geographies, and types of tables that you can use. 
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• You can either print the table or save it to your desktop from the “Print/Download” box above the 
table.  When downloading the data, you are given options of saving your file in different file 
formats.  Choosing Microsoft Excel (.xls) downloads a file to your computer that you can open 
with Excel. 
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Guide for using the Census Bureau’s American Community Survey 
 

• Get on the internet and go to www.census.gov. 
 

• In the left column of your screen, click on American FactFinder: . 
 

• To learn more about the American Community Survey such as its purpose and coverage, click 
the “learn more” link under American Community Survey in the “Getting Detailed Data” box.  

 
 
 

• Click on the “get data”.  You will see the options to select different years of the American 
Community Survey from 2000 to 2004.  Select the 2004 ACS.  
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• Click the “Data Profiles” link on the right side of the screen. 
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• Click on the drop-down arrow under “Select a geographic type” and choose the state level.  (The 
District of Columbia is included as a state.) 

 
 
 
 
 

• The 50 states and DC will appear as options in the box below.  Scroll down and select District of 
Columbia, then click the box labeled “Show Result.” 

 

 
 

• This will take you to a table of the 2004 ACS General Demographic Characteristics for the District 
of Columbia.   
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• You can select from the links above the table to access data types other than demographic. 
 

• Click the 2004 Multi-Year Profile link on the left of the screen to see combined data from the 
previous American Community Surveys. 

 
 

• The Change geography (state, county. place...) link on the left takes you back to the geography 
menu where you can select a different state or a different level such as a county or a metropolitan 
area to view.  For example, if you want to view Fairfax County, VA, select “county” as your 
geographic type and Virginia as the state. 
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• You can either print the table or save it to your desktop from the “Print/Download” box above the 
table.  When downloading the data, you are given options of saving your file in different file 
formats.  Choosing Microsoft Excel (.xls) downloads a file to your computer that you can open 
with Excel. 
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